Minerals exploration in Victoria

HOW MINERALS EXPLORATION
IS REGULATED

The regulatory framework

Minerals exploration

and mining in Victoria are
governed under a robust
regulatory framework.
This is to ensure
community interests and
the environment are
safeguarded, while
allowing explorers to look
for mineral resources and
better understand their
economic potential.

The Department of Jobs,
Precincts and Regions (DJPR)
serves as the exploration and
mining regulator on behalf

of the Minister for Resources
and oversees administration
of the Mineral Resources
(Sustainable Development)
Act 71990.

The Mineral Resources
(Sustainable Development)
Act 71990 establishes the
legal framework to ensure
that any risks posed by
minerals exploration to the
environment, or to land,
property or infrastructure
are identified and eliminated
or appropriately managed.

The Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development)
Act 1990 requires:

« rehabilitation to be undertaken

o that fair compensation is paid for any loss or damage sustained from
exploration

« conditions in licences and approvals are enforced

« that dispute resolution procedures are effective.

Safeguarding special places

Exploration and mining in national parks (such as the Greater Bendigo
National Park) and state parks (such as Kooyoora State Park), and
wilderness areas are prohibited under legislation.

Additional, dedicated legislation provides specific safeguards for matters
that are important to local communities, such as the environment,
Indigenous heritage, water, land, wildlife, Native Title, flora and faunag,
biodiversity and water catchments.

Support to assist landholders

In addition to the existing legislative requirements for managing minerals
explorers’ access to private land, support tools have been developed

by DJPR to assist landholders and their advisors to feel more confident

in negotiating fair land access conditions with explorers.

You can find out more about land access in a separate factsheet
Land Access and Compensation for Landholders or at
earthresources.vic.gov.au/landaccess
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